Cor Pulmonale Revisited. From Ferrer and Harvey to the Present.
The term cor pulmonale has traditionally been used as a synonym for right heart failure due to chronic respiratory diseases, although this condition is less frequently seen in the modern era because of the use of long-term oxygen therapy along with aggressive measures directed at optimizing ventilation and gas exchange. The mechanisms by which adaptation or maladaptation of right heart structure and function in the broader setting of pulmonary vascular disease, either intrinsic to the pulmonary circulation or due to respiratory diseases, have garnered considerable interest along with the development of medical and surgical treatments for pulmonary hypertension. Thus, the right heart is no longer considered an "innocent bystander" in pulmonary hypertension, but rather a key component in its pathophysiology. Furthermore, the status of right heart function is a major determinant of outcome. Accordingly, the right heart has become a potential, appealing target for novel therapies to treat hypertensive pulmonary vascular disease.